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Barking and Dagenham 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
B e x l e y 4 star Improving well 4 star
Blackburn with Darwen 4 star Improving well 4 star
B o l t o n 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Brighton and Hove 4 star Improving well 3 star
B r o m l e y 4 star Improving well 3 star
B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e 4 star Improving well 3 star
B u r y 4 star Improving well 2 star
C a m d e n 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Corporation of London 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
C o v e n t r y 4 star Improving well 3 star
D a r l i n gt o n 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
D e r b y 4 star Improving well 4 star
D e r b y s h i r e 4 star Improving well 4 star
D e v o n 4 star Improving well 3 star
D u d l e y 4 star Improving well 4 star
Durham County 4 star Improving well 4 star
E a l i n g 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
East Riding of Yo r k s h i r e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
East Sussex 4 star Improving well 3 star
E n f i e l d 4 star Improving well 3 star
H a l t o n 4 star Improving well 4 star
Hammersmith & Fu l h a m 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
H a m p s h i r e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
H a rt l e p o o l 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
H o u n s l o w 4 star Improving well 3 star
I s l i n gt o n 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
Ke n s i n gton and Chelsea 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Ke n t 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
K i r k l e e s 4 star Improving adequately 4 star
K n o w s l e y 4 star Improving well –
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
L e w i s h a m 4 star Improving well 4 star
M e rt o n 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
M i d d l e s b r o u g h 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
N o rf o l k 4 star Improving well 3 star
N o rth Yo r k s h i r e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
N o rt h u m b e r l a n d 4 star Improving well 4 star
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e 4 star Improving well 3 star
Po o l e 4 star Improving well 4 star
R i c h m o n d 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
S e f t o n 4 star Improving well 4 star
S h e f f i e l d 4 star Improving well 4 star
Shropshire + 4 star Improving well 4 star
S o m e r s e t 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
South Gloucestershire 4 star Improving strongly 3 star
South Ty n e s i d e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
St Helens 4 star Improving well 4 star
S t o c k p o rt 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
S t o c k t o n - o n -Te e s 4 star Improving well 4 star
S u f f o l k 4 star Improving well 4 star
S u n d e r l a n d 4 star Improving well 4 star
S u t t o n 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Ta m e s i d e 4 star Improving well 4 star
Tower Hamlets 4 star Improving well 3 star
Wa k e f i e l d 4 star Improving well 3 star
Waltham Fo r e s t 4 star Improving well 3 star
Wa n d s w o rt h 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Wa r r i n gt o n 4 star Improving well 4 star
We s t m i n s t e r 4 star Improving strongly 4 star
Wi g a n 4 star Improving well 4 star
Wo r c e s t e r s h i r e 4 star Improving strongly 4 star

B a r n e t 3 star Improving strongly 4 star
B a r n s l e y 3 star Improving well 3 star
Bath & North East Somerset 3 star Improving well 3 star
Bedfordshire 3 star Not report e d 3 star
B l a c k p o o l 3 star Improving well 3 star
B o u r n e m o u t h 3 star Improving well 2 star

Name of council Star category Direction of travel 2007 star rating 

The full scores for all 150 single-tier authorities for the
Comprehensive Pe rformance Assessments, 2008. 

The last-ever Comprehensive Pe rf o r m a n c e
Assessments have seen a heartening increase in
scores. A total of 35 councils were ‘improving strongly’
in 2008, and 62 councils – or 42% – were four star.

H o w e v e r, a week is a long time in local government.
The data collected by the Audit Commission pre-dates

the beginning of the recession, and while it may gi v e
an indication of council’s abilities, the economic 
downturn will give councils further difficulties to 
overcome. 

Chief executive of the commission, Steve Bundred,
said: ‘I don’t think there’s a direct correlation between
the amount of money a council spends and the quality
of services.’ But he warned that a lack of cash would

not be an excuse for a fall in services next year. 
Local government minister, John Healey, said the

assessment ‘highlighted the improvements councils
have made in recent years’. He said: ‘Local authorities
and the rest of the public sector all need to 
d e l i v e rtop-class services for their residents, who are 
relying on them more than ever in today’s economic 
c l i m a t e .’
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Bracknell Forest 3 star Improving well 4 star
B r e n t 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
C a l d e r d a l e 3 star Improving adequately 4 star
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e 3 star Improving well 3 star
C h e s h i r e 3 star Not report e d 4 star
Cornwall + 3 star Not improving adequately 3 star
C r o y d o n 3 star Improving well 3 star
D o r s e t 3 star Improving well 3 star
E s s e x 3 star Improving well 3 star
G a t e s h e a d 3 star Improving well 4 star
G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e 3 star~ Improving well 3 star
G r e e n w i c h 3 star Improving well 3 star
H a c k n e y 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
H a v e r i n g 3 star Improving well 3 star
H e rt f o r d s h i r e 3 star Improving well 3 star
Kingston upon Hull 3 star Improving well 2 star
Kingston upon Th a m e s 3 star Improving well 3 star
L a m b e t h 3 star Improving well 3 star
L a n c a s h i r e 3 star Improving adequately 4 star
L e e d s 3 star Improving adequately 4 star
L u t o n 3 star Improving adequately 3 star
M a n c h e s t e r 3 star Improving well 3 star
M e d w a y 3 star Improving adequately 3 star
N e w h a m 3 star Improving adequately 3 star
N o rth Lincolnshire 3 star Improving well 4 star
N o rth Somerset 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
N o rth Ty n e s i d e 3 star Improving well 3 star
O x f o r d s h i r e 3 star Improving well 3 star
Pe t e r b o r o u g h 3 star Improving adequately 3 star
Po rt s m o u t h 3 star Improving well 3 star
R e a d i n g 3 star Improving adequately 3 star
R e d b r i d g e 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
R o c h d a l e 3 star Improving well 2 star
R o t h e r h a m 3 star Improving adequately 4 star
R u t l a n d 3 star Improving well 1 star
S a l f o r d 3 star Improving well 3 star
S l o u g h 3 star Improving adequately 2 star
S o l i h u l l 3 star Improving well 3 star
S o u t h a m p t o n 3 star Improving well 4 star
S o u t h e n d - o n - S e a 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
S o u t h w a r k 3 star Improving well 3 star
S t a f f o r d s h i r e 3 star Improving strongly 2 star
Telford and Wr e k i n 3 star Improving well 4 star
Tr a f f o r d 3 star Improving well 3 star
Wa l s a l l 3 star Improving well 3 star
Wa r w i c k s h i r e 3 star Improving well 3 star
West Berkshire 3 star Improving strongly 3 star
West Sussex 3 star Improving well 4 star
Wi l t s h i r e + 3 star Improving well 3 star
Windsor & Maidenhead 3 star Improving well 3 star
Wi r r a l 3 star Improving well 2 star

B i r m i n g h a m 2 star Improving well 3 star
B r a d f o r d 2 star Improving adequately 3 star
B r i s t o l 2 star Improving well 2 star
C u m b r i a 2 star Improving well 2 star
H a r r o w 2 star Improving well 2 star
H e r e f o r d s h i r e 2 star Improving well 2 star
H i l l i n g d o n 2 star Improving well 2 star
Isle of Wi g h t 2 star Improving adequately 2 star
L e i c e s t e r 2 star Improving adequately 3 star
L i n c o l n s h i r e 2 star~ Improving well 2 star
L i v e r p o o l 2 star Improving well 1 star
Newcastle upon Ty n e 2 star Improving well 3 star
N o rth East Lincolnshire 2 star Improving adequately 2 star
N o rt h a m p t o n s h i r e 2 star   Improving adequately 2 star
N o t t i n g h a m 2 star Improving well 2 star
O l d h a m 2 star Improving adequately 2 star
P l y m o u t h 2 star Improving well 2 star
Redcar and Cleveland 2 star Improving well 4 star
S a n d w e l l 2 star Improving well 2 star
Stoke on Tr e n t 2 star Improving strongly 3 star
S w i n d o n 2 star Improving well 2 star
Th u r r o c k 2 star Not improving adequately 2 star
To r b a y 2 star Improving well 2 star
Wo k i n g h a m 2  star Improving adequately 3 star
Wo l v e r h a m p t o n 2  star Improving well 3 star
Yo r k 2 star Improving adequately 3 star

D o n c a s t e r 1 star Not improving adequately 3 star
H a r i n g e y 1 star Not improving adequately 3 star
Milton Ke y n e s 1 star Not improving adequately 3 star
S u r r e y 1 star~ Not improving adequately 3 star
Isles of Scilly Improving adequately

+ Councils that have not received a new-style corporate assessment due to local government reorganisation
n/a Not applicable
~ The star rating is subject to the outcome of judicial review

Name of council Star category Direction of travel 2007 star rating 

Clockwise from
above, left: Surrey,
‘not improving
adequately’ with
one star;
Birmingham, two
stars and
‘improving well’;
four stars for
Barking, ‘improving
strongly’; and
Thurrock, two stars
and ‘not improving
adequately’
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